Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science
Volume 33

Annual Issue

Article 96

1926

Winter Birds Records, 1922 to 1926, in Northwestern Iowa
Chas. J. Spiker

Let us know how access to this document benefits you
Copyright ©1926 Iowa Academy of Science, Inc.
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias

Recommended Citation
Spiker, Chas. J. (1926) "Winter Birds Records, 1922 to 1926, in Northwestern Iowa," Proceedings of the
Iowa Academy of Science, 33(1), 307-313.
Available at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol33/iss1/96

This Research is brought to you for free and open access by the Iowa Academy of Science at UNI ScholarWorks. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science by an authorized editor of UNI
ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact scholarworks@uni.edu.

Spiker: Winter Birds Records, 1922 to 1926, in Northwestern Iowa

WINTER BIRD RECORDS, 1922 to 1926, IN
NORTHWESTERN IOWA
CHAS.

J.

SPIKER

It is the purpose of this paper to connect with a series of papers
on winter birds in Northwestern Iowa, started in 1917 by Dr.
T. C. Stephens of l\Iorningside College. The observations herein
noted were made by the wri.ter during the four winters of his
attendance at Morningside College, Sioux City. The records in
the main are for vVooclbury County; any data obtained outside
of \Vooclbury County are specified when they appear in the paper.
The writer has not used trinomial nomenclature where there is
a possibility of confusion with a subspecies, but has preferred to
be on the safe side and keep to the binomial system. Unless
stated, ali observations are the writer's own, and he bases his
knowledge of birds upon fifteen years of active fiel~l work in Iowa.
The region in the immediate vicinity of Sioux City is well
adapted as a habitat for winter birds. Between the hills along
the Missouri and Big Sioux rivers are deep ravines which afford
excellent shelter from the blasts of winter, and there are a number
of fair-sized creeks crossing the country along which a goodly
amount of timber is scattered.
The following list contains fifty-seven named forms.
Herring Gull. Larus argentatus. Since our streams and lakes
are largely frozen over during the winter, this species cannot be
considered a winter bird, but it sometimes appears very early in
the spring. My earliest date for spring arrival is that of February
25, 1923.
American Merganser. IV! ergus amrricanus. Each winter a
flock of from a dozen and a half to two dozen of these birds has
wintered on the l\Iissouri River about two miles below the city.
At the southern edge of Sioux City, the Floyd River empties into
the Missouri and contains much refuse gathered from the three
packing plants which dump their sewage into it, and I belieYe
that it is upon this refuse that the birds must feed. The species
was first recorded on January 7, 1923, on February 11, 1924, and
on January 24, 1925. Last winter, however, they arrived earlier,
and I saw a flock of ten on December 6, 1925. On 1\farch 13,
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1926, I saw a flock of twenty-four, of which only one was a female .
.My latest date of departure for these birds is March 21, 1925 .
.Mallard. Anas plat:,irhynclws. An early spring arrival, coming
with the first thawing days in February. On February 10, 1924,
I started a lone duck up out of a cornfield along the \,Yest Fork
of the Little Sioux, near Climbing Hill. On February 25, 1924,
a pair of mallards flew up out of a barnyard near Glen Ellen
where they had been feeding with a flock of domestic ducks. The
earliest date for what I believe to have been a migrating flock
was on February 25, 1923, when I saw a flock of twelve at Brown's
Lake.
Blue-winged Teal. Querquedula discors. An individual was
seen at Brown's Lake on December 17, 1923.
Pintail. Daft.la acuta americana. Occasionally an early spring
migrant, my earliest elate being February 25, 1923, a flock of
fifty at Brown's Lake.
Bob-white. Colinus virginianus virginianus. The species appears to be just about holding its own, so far as I can make out
in my trips about the region. Occasional flocks may be found
along the West Fork near Climbing Hill and Holly Springs, and
they may also be found in the Missouri bottoms south of Sioux
City. Flocks average about fifteen in number.
Prairie Chicken. Tympanuchus americanus. Supposedly a
resident the year round, the Prairie Chicken is becoming displaced
by the next species. The birds are fairly plentiful during the
winter, however.
Ring-necked Pheasant. Phasianus torquatus. These introduced
birds are becoming plentiful, and are found to be most numerous
along the West Fork, from Moville to Climbing Hill and Hornick,
and on the Missouri bottoms near Sloan and Luton, where from
six to ten may be seen in a mile's walk.
Mourning Dove. Zenaidura macroura. It is probable that the
species of this region is the \Vestern form, Z. m. marginella. Occasional reports come in of individuals spending the winter in
farm-yards. I have a record for the species for January 4 and 5,
1923, when I found five in a corn-field a mile south of the Floyd
Monument. Twenty-four birds were observed on December 25,
1923 and reported in Bird Lore's Christmas census by members
of the Sioux City Bird Club. 1
Marsh Hawk. Circus hudsonius. An occasional individual
may be seen at intervals during any winter. For example, I have
five records for January, 1923.
1 Bird I,ore, Vol. XXVI, p. 43.
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Sharp-shinned Hawk. Accipiter 'i)elax. I saw an individual
on February 11, 1923, two miles north of Climbing Hill.
Red-tailed Hawk. Butea burealis. The same observation might
be made as that regarding the Marsh Hawk. These birds are
found in winter in the Stone Park area, and in the heavily timbered
portions of the county near Smithland.
Harlan Hawk. Butea barealis harla11i. This almost black
phase of the Red-tailed Hawk is occasionally met with in this
region. I have seen the species near \Vestficld, in Plymouth
County, on two occasions. On February 13, 1926, I saw three
of these birds along the West Fork north of Holly Springs.
Rough-legged Hawk. Arclzibutea lagapus sancti-jahannis. An
occasional winter visitor. My first and earliest record of this
species was October 20, 1924, when in company with T. C.
Stephens, W. R. l\lills, and H. F. Kanthlener, I saw one in the
Little Sioux Valley near Anthon. Another record is that of two
birds on February 14, 1925.
Pigeon Hawk. Falco columbarius. Occasionally an early
spring migrant. My earliest <late is February 10, 1924.
Long-eared Owl. Asia wilsanianus. ~Whether this species is
rare here, or whether it is difficult to find because of its retiring
habits, I do not know. My only winter record for the bird is that
of January 25, 1924, when I found a dead bird lying in the snow
beside the body of a magpie. These were found near the Big
Sioux River, near Hawarden, Plymouth County. Both bodies
were covered with frozen blood, indicating that the owl had
doubtless plucked the magpie from his perch intending to devour
it, and in the ensuing battle, both birds had been killed.
Short-eared Owl. Asia flammeus. A fairly common winter
v1s1tor. I have found the bird in Graceland Cemetery, Sioux City,
and in the cornfields east of Morningside. They occasionally show
a gregarious tendency, and on February 3, 1926, I found a flock
of seven distributed for a half mile along a small creek on the
edge of the town of Kingsley, Plymouth County.
Barred Owl. Strix varia. Found throughout the winter, especially in the Stone Park region.
Screech Owl. Otus asia asia. A common winter resident.
Horned Owl. Bubo ·virginianus. Occasional, but resident
whereever found. I found a pair along the West Fork south of
Moville, and ever since I have been in the region a pair have
inhabited a ten acre patch of timber on the bank of the Missouri
River, a mile south of the Floyd Monument.
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Belted Kingfisher. Ceryle alcyon. I have one winter record,
that of February 13, 1926, along the West Fork near Climbing
Hill.
Hairy ·woodpecker. Dryobates ·villosus. A common winter
resident.
Downy \Voodpecker. Dryobates pubescens medianus. A common winter resident.
Red-bellied Woodpecker. Centurus carolinus. A pair of these
birds spent the winter of 1923-1924 in Riverside Park, Sioux City.
Flicker. Colaptes auratus lutetts. This species has always been
a fairly common winter resident in some localities. During the
winter of 1924-1925 they were unusually common at Brown's
Lake, and individuals may be found at almost any time during the
winter at Stone Park.
Red-shafted Flicker. Colaptcs cafer collaris. Any record of
this species which is based upon field identification should be put
down with a question mark, since hybrids between this and the
last species may occur. I found one at Quorn, Plymouth County,
on October 16, 1922; on January 25, 1923, one along the Missouri
river, west of' Sergeant Bluff; and on February 9, 1925, one at
Crystal Lake, Dakota County, Nebraska, just across the Missouri
River from Sioux City.
Prairie Horned Lark. Otocoris alpestris praticola. A common
winter resident, often in fairly large flocks, and not uncommonly
found with flocks of longspurs.
Magpie. Pica pica !mdsonia. During the past few winters
a few of these birds have been found in a deep and thickly timbered
ravine in Plymouth County, less than a mile north of the county
line, and near the Big Sioux river. On January 24, 1924 I found
a small flock of these birds along the Rock River in Sioux County,
nor.th of Hawarden. A pair of Magpies spent the past winter,
1925-1926, about the animal cages at Stone Park. (See also note
in connection with the Long-eared Owl above).
Blue Jay. Cyanocitta cristata. ·while ordinarily regarded as
a resident bird throughout most of its range, the species is very
rare as a winter bird in the immediate vicinity of Sioux City. It
is common during the winter along the \Vest Fork, fifteen miles
east of Sioux City, and from a dozen to twenty may be seen in a
ten mile walk down this stream. This has been the s:tuation for
the four winters treated in this paper.
Crow. Coruus brachyrh:/nchos. Common winter resident. \V.
R. Mills tells me of a roost frequented by four or five thousand
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crows during the past several winters, in a large grove about
four miles southwest of Pierson.
Red-winged Blackbird. Agelaius phoeniccus. A number of
winter records: December 3, 1923, also December 17; January 24,
1925; and December 12, 1925. I think that without exception
the birds observed at these dates were found in cornfields.
\Vestern Meadowlark. Sturnclla ncglccta. A few of these
have been found on the Missouri Bottoms practically every month
during each winter.
Rusty Blackbird. Euphagus carolinus. Probably a record of
straggling migrants, two individuals being seen December 3, 1923.
Bronzed Grackle. Quiscalus quiscula acneus. Two winter
records: January 13, 1923, and December 3, 1923, the latter probably straggling migrants.
Pine Grosbeak. Pinfrola cnuclcator leucura. On October 24,
and 31, 1922, I observed a male in Graceland Cemetery, Sioux
City; again on November 25, 1922, I observed a male in the same
locality. These observations were not corroborated by any other
observer, but I approached to within three rods of the bird each
time, and observed it through a pair of 8x glasses. On November
2, 1924, a group of people from the Sioux City Bird Club observed a male sitting in an ash tree, north of Stone Park and
across the line in Plymouth County. 2
Purple Finch. Carpodacus purpurcus. Usually seen in migration seasons, and occasionally during the winter months. Earliest
elate of fall arrival, October 22, 1923; same <late, 1925.
Red Crossbill. Loxia cun:irostra minor. Not often seen, but
the bird was unusually common during the winter of 1923-1924
when it appeared for the first time on December 17 and remained
until January 30.
Red poll. A cant his linaria. Very erratic in its 1119vements, this
bird may be extremely common for a winter, then not be seen
again for several winters. It has been most abundant during the
past winter, my first observation being on November 15, 1925.
The birds have been seen all winter in flocks of from ten to
seventy-five. My last date for the species is March 14, 1926,
when I saw a flock of thirty.
Goldfinch. Astragalinus tristis {ristis. A common winter resident and to be found on almost any winter field trip.
Pine Siskin. Spinus pinus. Usually seen during spring and
fall migrations and a few during the winter, but the past winter
2 \Vilson Buiktin, Vol. XXXVII, p. 41; Bird Lore, Vol. XXVII, p. 400.
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they have been abundant, although not in such numbers as the Redpoll. My first observation was on October 24, 1925, a flock of
thirty, and on the date of the writing of this paper, (March 29),
they are still common.
Lapland Longspur. Calcarius lapponicus lapponicus. A common winter resident on the prairies and hills east of Sioux City.
On November 10, 1925, Dr. T. C. Stephens received a specimen
that had been taken in Lyon County.
Smith Longspur. Calcarius pictus. Not a common species
but occasionally seen. On February 12, 1923, I saw ten or a dozen
with a flock of Prairie Horned Larks east of Sloan, and was able
to observe the birds at a distance of two rods with 8x glasses. On
October 25, 1925, I observed a pair of birds on the hills south of
Morningside, approaching to within two yards of the birds, which
kept moving along ahead of me, feeding as if no one were near.
Tree Sparrow. Spizella monticola monticola. A common winter resident. Earliest date of fall arrival, October 8, 1922; latest
date of spring departure, April 23, 1923. During this spring the
birds were common till April 18.
Slate-colored Junco. Junco hyemalis hyemalis. A very common spring and fall migrant, this species becomes less in numbers
during the winter. Earliest date of fall arrival, September 27,
1924; same date, 1925. Latest date of spring departure, April
30, 1925.
Song Sparrow. M elospiza mclodia. A few are found in sheltered places every winter.
Cardinal. Cardinalis cardinalis. A common resident the year
round. During the winter of 1923-1924, the species seemed to
exhibit a more or less gregarious tendency. On February 4, 1924,
I found twenty-five birds on one field trip; and on February 18,
1924, I found thirty-seven in a distance of half a mile.
Bohemian ·waxwing. Bombycilla garrula. Erratic in movements, the species may be reasonably common for a winter, then
not to be seen again for several winters. The birds were common
during the spring of 1923, my first observation of them being on
January 25, and my last on March 25. Other dates for the
species are February 14, 1926, and March 8 and 21, 1926.
Cedar \Vaxwing. Bombycilla cedrorum. Rather more common than B. garrula, and are seen at intervals during almost any
winter.
Northern Shrike. Lanius borealis. I have but one observation
of the species during this time, a single individual seen February
15, 1925, along the West Fork, one mile south of Climbing Hill.
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Brown Creeper. Certhia familiaris americana. A common
winter visitor. Earliest date of fall arrival, October 9, 1924;
latest date of spring departure, April 17, 1923; same date, 1924.
White-breasted Nuthatch. Sitta carolincnsis carolincnsis. Common resident the year around, but more abundant in winter.
Red-breasted Nuthatch. Sitta canadcnsis. Rare in this region.
I observed the bird on October 3, 1923, in Graceland Cemetery,
Sioux City, and on February 18, 1924, in Stone Park.
Tufted Titmouse. Bacolophus bicolor. Rare in this region at
any season, but I have found the bird along the Big Sioux and
Floyd rivers in Plymouth County, in January and February.
Chickadee. Penthestcs atricapillus. A common resident the year
round, but much more abundant in winter.
Golden-crowned Kinglet. Regulus satrapa satrapa. One winter record, December 10, 1923, a flock of nine, which were probably straggling migrants.
H.obin. Planesticus migratorius. During the winter of 19231924, a flock of about fifty robins wintered at Riverside Park,
Sioux City, feeding on the fruit of a large grove of hackberry
trees. The next winter, 1924-1925, a flock of about two hundred
wintered at Brown's Lake.
Bluebird. Sialia sialis sialis. In company with the robins, the
bluebirds were found the winter of 1923-1924 at Riverside Park,
mentioned above. There were about fifteen in the flock.
N'Ew HAMPTON, low A.
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